Antibodies against animal growth hormones appearing in patients treated with human growth hormone: their specificities and influence on growth velocity.
The appearance of anti-human growth hormone (hGH) and anti-non-hGHs antibodies in 27 patients with idiopathic hypopituitarism, treated for periods of 6-18 months with three different preparations of hGH, was investigated. The preparations induced antibodies to GH in 21 out of the 27 patients: 10 patients produced exclusively an anti-non-hGH response, whereas 11 generated both anti-non-hGH and anti-hGH antibodies. The levels of antibodies against hGH had low correlation with decreased growth velocity, whereas those for the antibodies against non-hGHs did not correlate with decreased growth velocity.